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The Background and Process

The Why and the How




The Precertification Process

A way to provide immediate supplemental nutrition (one month of benefits)

to infants and/or pregnant women in the absence of additional important
health information being gathered.

Criteria included: infant had to be < 2 weeks of age, out of the hospital,
nutritionally at risk (i.e. mom was on WIC during pregnancy or would have
been eligible) and a certification appointment was not immediately available.
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During the ME, the regional office noted the following concerns:

A memorandum of understanding between agencies and referring hospitals was in
place, not a signed legal agreement.
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determined (i.e. automatically using the nutrition risk of mom being on WIC during
pregnancy or would have been eligible).

Concerns about the level of training of hospital staff completing the forms, allowing
iInappropriate identification (i.e. usingWAACcard for identification of the new
Infant).



